Fluid Width Layouts

Changing from a fixed width
layout to a fluid width layout
is just a matter of swapping
out the fixed (pixel) widths
with percentages. Make sure
to include padding, margin,
and border width as well.
You can’t mix pixels and
percentages. Then your total
width (horizontal distance)
has to equal 100%.

Full, Desktop Width

commodo consequat. Duis aute
irure dol it i

anim
laborum.

Fixed Width Layout. Our standard layout, everything
measured in pixels.

Fluid Width Layout. All widths now measured in percentages,
but looks the same because we're at the same width (which fits
in the fixed width example).
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.sidebar
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis

laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis aute
irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore
eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur
sint occaecat cupidatat non
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Fixed Width Layout. Everything stays the same,
but clipped on right side.

.sidebar

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod
incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in

enderit in voluptate
velit esse cillum dolore eu
fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia deserunt
mollit anim id est laborum.

Fluid Width Layout. The container gets narrower and all DIVs
inside scale relatively. The page gets taller because of content.

.sidebar
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis aute
irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore
eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur
sint occaecat cupidatat non
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Fixed Width Layout. Everything stays the same,
but clipped on right side.

.sidebar
Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet,
congecretur)y

elit,
sedpésnc gilﬁsmod
tempor
incididunt ut
labore et dolore
magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad
‘minim veniam,
quis nostrud
exercitation
ullameo laboris
nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo
consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit
in voluptate
velit esse
cillum dolore
eu fugiat nulla
pariatur.
Excepteur sint
occaecat
cupidatat non
proident, sunt
in culpa qui
officia deserunt
mollit anim id
est laborum.

Fluid Width Layout. The container
gets narrower and all DIVs inside
scale relatively. The page gets
taller because of content.
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Our standard layout. This is a fixed width layout.

#container Column widths must total to 1000px or less.
width: 1000px;
I }

#header
.sidebar { .content {

width: 250px; width: 750px;

float: left; float: left;
} }
#footer {

clear: both;}
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Standard layout with padding.

#container { Since padding has been added to the columns,
width: 1000px; we’ve adjusted their defined widths so that the
) total width still equals 1000px;
#header
' .sidebar { ' | | .content { |
' width: 230px; | width: 740px; I
. float: left; float: left; |
. padding: 10px; padding: 10px 10px 10px O; :
) 1)) :
#footer {

clear: both;}
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Fluid layout. All horizontal measurements

#container have been converted to percentages. Now
width: 90%; they have to add up to 100%. Vertical
max-width: 1000px; } measurements can stay in pixels.

#header
' .sidebar { ' | | .content { |
v width: 23%; width: 74%; I
. float: left; float: left; |
\  padding: : padding: 10px 1% 10px O; !
o lopx1% 0 []) |
) e e

#footer {

clear: both;}
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